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question seemed to lie between Hellenism and
Judaism, as now we hear that the alternative is,
Catholicism or Agnosticism. The answer of history
then was, that the victory should belong to neither
and yet to loth; the Christianity which won the
crown blending in itself what was universal in either.
May we not predict a similar result to the strife of
modern tendencies, and expect the emergence of
some faith remote alike from mediaeval orthodoxy
and present negations; so that "neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, will men worship
the Father,'5 but on some height of thought and
piety veiled as yet in cloud ?

These are, perhaps, fanciful analogies; for I am
aware how illusory such historical parallels are apt
to be. At all events, they suffice to show us that
we are living in a critical age, which sifts the pro-
ducts of the past, rather than in a creative age,
which takes the initiative of an original and affluent
future. It is only in such an age that Lectures like
these have an important place. They assume that
Eeligion is a permanent and powerful element in
human life; that it involves beliefs about the rela-